PUBLIC HEALTH

Adopted 24 February 2025

@ e & g
3":‘/ Y
! oF AR LIS .G

*
.
-

e X F SR

®»

PUBLIC HEALTH

ORDINANCE



Town of Sullivan NH

Health Ordinance SHO-001:

Health Ordinance SHO-002:

Health Ordinance SHO-003:

Health Ordinance SHO-004:

Health Ordinance SHO-005:

Public Health Ordinances

Table of Contents

Authority — Intent — Violations

Sewage Disposal Systems

Gray Water & Holding Tanks

Vector Control

Prohibited Acts Summation

Page

10

Page | 2



Town of Sullivan NH

Health Ordinance SHO-001
Authority — Intent - Violations

Article SHO-001.1 Health Officer Appointment Pursuant to RSA 128

A. The appointment of a Health Officer by the Commissioner of the Department of Health and Human Services
is to ensure that the Town of Sullivan has a single official who understands state health laws, is ready to
investigate, assess and remedy public health threats. State law also requires the Town of Sullivan to support
the health officer with their duties, safety and training to protect public health.

Article SHO-001.2 Authority Pursuant to RSA 147:1

A. The health officer may make regulations for the prevention and removal of conditions or nuisances and such
other regulations relating to public health as in his/her judgment the health and safety of the people is
required.

B. Regulations shall take effect when approved by the Selectmen, recorded by the Town Clerk and when copies
thereof have been printed and posted in two or more public places in town.

Article SHO-001.3 Purpose And Intent Authority Pursuant to RSA Chapter 147
A. These ordinances are intended to provide a means for the health officer to take action to correct and/or
abate conditions or nuisances that pose a threat to public health or safety and to protect the general welfare
of the Town, its citizens, businesses and visitors.
B. It is the intent of these ordinances that the Health Officer use the full measure of authority under RSA
Chapter 147 to investigate complaints of conditions, nuisances and dangers to public health, cause such
conditions, nuisances and dangers to be abated, and recover the Town’s expenses.

Article SHO-001.4 Investigations and Complaints RSA 147:3/RSA 595-B/RSA595-B:5

A. Health Officers of towns, and each of them, shall inquire into all nuisances and other causes of danger to the
public health. And for the purpose of such investigations, or whenever they shall know or have cause to
suspect that any nuisance or other thing injurious to the public health is in any building or enclosure they may
obtain an administrative inspection warrant under RSA 595-B,including authority to forcibly enter therein and
make such search, pursuant to RSA 595-B:5.

Article SHO-01.5 Nuisance(s) Pursuant to RSA Chapter 147
A. For the purpose of these ordinances, the term "nuisance" is defined to mean any condition or use

of property & premises which is detrimental to the health, safety or property of others beyond the
boundaries of such property or shall directly or indirectly interfere with the peaceful use of the
property of others in the Town of Sullivan. These activities include but are not limited to the
retention of any of the following: Junk, trash, garbage or debris; discarded or unused objects such
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as but not limited to furniture, paper, cardboard, plastic, glass, crockery, tires, scrap metal,
appliances, cans or containers, any or all of which may facilitate the harborage of vectors.

B. These nuisance(s) are hereby declared to be common nuisances and in the Town of Sullivan to be

abatable and punishable as such.

Article SHO-001.6 Violation and Penalties Pursuant to RSA Chapter 147
A. For any violation of any provision of these ordinances by permitting, creating, maintaining or being guilty of

permitting violations of the following ordinances and upon failure to abate such nuisance within a
reasonable time as determined by the Health Officer after notice to do so, shall be guilty of a summary
offense and liable to pay a fine for the offence of not less than $100.00 per day for non-compliance or
refusal after warning notice has been provided.

B. Each section of this chapter that is violated shall also constitute a separate offence.

C. In any case of extended noncompliance or in cases in clear and present danger to health, safety or general
welfare of the residents of Sullivan, the Health Officer of the Town of Sullivan is empowered to exercise any
of the following actions, in accordance with, and pursuant to the authority granted by RSA 147:4 and RSA
147:6 or his/her statutory successors:

1. Order the correction of the violation by the municipal staff;
2. Engage a qualified contractor to correct the violation.

D. Reimbursement for municipal costs incurred in the corrections of violations shall be recouped from the
owner and/or occupant in accordance with, and pursuant to the authority granted by RSA 147:7 or his/her
statutory successor.

1. Attaching a municipal lien on the sited property.
2. Civil action against the owner and/or occupant.

Article SHO-001.7 Reference to RSA 147:7-B Collection of Nuisance Abatement Costs
A. RSA 147:7-B outlines the procedure of the action, required as an alternative to a civil action, to recover
such costs for the removal or destruction of a public health nuisance or condition.

Article SHO-001.8 Removal Notice Pursuant to RSA 147:4
The Health Officer may notify the owner or occupant of ant building, premises or property to remove or
destroy any condition or nuisance therein deemed by the Health Officer, on examination, to be injurious to
the public health, within a limited time, and in case the owner or occupant, after such notice in writing by
certified mail to the owner or occupant, shall neglect to comply with the order, the Health Officer may
forcibly enter the property and cause the condition or nuisance to be removed or destroyed.

Article SHO-001.9 Assistants; Resistance Pursuant to RSA 147:5
Health Officers may employ such assistants and laborer as may be necessary, and if resisted shall have the
same powers as Sheriffs have to command assistance; and any person willfully resisting the Health Officer
or their assistants or laborers, in making the search or removing the condition or nuisance, shall be guilty of
a misdemeanor if a natural person, or guilty of a felony if any other person.
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Article SHO-001.10 Removal Without Notice Pursuant to RSA 147:6
When the owner of a building or enclosure is unknown to the Health Officer, or does not reside in the Town
of Sullivan, and the same is unoccupied, or the occupant is, in the Health Officer’s opinion, unable to
remove the condition or nuisance, they may, without previous notice, immediately cause the condition or
nuisance or other thing by the Health Officer injurious to the public health found therein to be removed of
destroyed.

Article SHO-001.11 Scope

A. The Town of Sullivan’s Health Ordinances are a supplement to existing state statutes and other town
ordinances.

B. These ordinances do not repeal or amend any prior enacted ordinances to the extent of limiting the
enforcement of such ordinances.

C. The Town of Sullivan Health Ordinances shall be known by prefix “SHO-" as follows:

SHO-001...Authority, Intent and Violations

SHO-002...Sewage Disposal Systems

SHO-003...Gray Water

SHO-004...Vector Control

SHO-005...Solid Waste & Littering

py -
dopted by the Town of Sullivan Selectboard this 17/ day of /’E—me-,; 2025

1
AL [ forrm ) —
David Jakway — Chéur Selectboard eil A. Hem{/ I Aealth Officer

X/f\) 2 ﬂ\\
Paul Bolduc - Selectboard

Veopca L /47*-%6«5

Vlrglnna@!eAngehs —Selectboard

Record of Additions and/or Amendments

SHO-001 Through SHO-005 Adopted ___this _Z2 4 “da offfz.é gty , 2025
pted __| _,_/L y __L_%i_/
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Health Ordinance SHO-002
Sewage Disposal Systems

SHO-002.1 Intent and Purpose
A. Itis the intent of this section to ensure that sewage is handled in a manner as to protect the public health,

safety and welfare of the Town of Sullivan.

SHO-002.2 New & Replacement Subsurface Disposal Systems — Ref. NH RSA Chapter 485-A; Town of Sullivan
Community Planning Ordinance

A. All persons intending to install a new sewage disposal system shall submit plans and specifications in
accordance with the State of New Hampshire and the Town of Sullivan Community Planning Ordinance.

B. An existing subsurface disposal system may be repaired or replaced “in kind” after proper verification as
defined by Chapter Env-Wq 1003.10.22 of the New Hampshire Code of Administrative Rules and the Town
of Sullivan Community Planning Ordinance.

SHO-002.3 Disposal System Failures Ref. RSA 485-A:2., Chapter Env-Wq 1003.10.22

A. Whenever any private sewage system is in such disrepair as to constitute a source of danger, putrid or
offensive conditions to the health of the public, the health officer may order the property owner to put the
same in a proper sanitary condition.

B. Upon notification of a failed system the property owner shall immediately have the tank pumped and the
plumbing to the tank be inspected and cleaned if necessary. The tank shall then be pumped on a regular
basis until the system failure has been corrected. The temporary use of a Privy or outhouse is prohibited;
however the use of a commercial portable toilet is permissible so long as it is maintained on a regular basis.

C. If the person so ordered fails to rectify the problem, the health officer may request the Selectboard to put
the system in a proper sanitary condition.

D. All expenses to the town for repairs made pursuant to the provisions of NH RSA 147:17-a,11 shall constitute
an assessment against the property owner and shall create a lien upon the lands on account of which such
repairs are made. The Selectboard shall have all the powers in making, assessmg, and enforcing such lien as
are provided in the applicable provisions of NH SA 252.
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Health Ordinance SHO-003
Gray Water & Holding Tanks

SHO-003.1 Ref. Env-Wq 1022.02 Mini-Dry Wells
1. For the purpose of this section, “Gray Water” means the residential wastewater other than from a toilet or
urinal such as dish or bathroom sinks, showers or bathtubs.
2. A mini-dry well shall be used for the disposal of gray water ONLY IF there will be:
A. No running water to or within the structure to be served; and
B. There is no other wastewater discharge from the structure to be served such as a septic system.
3. No mini-dry well for gray water shall be within 75 feet of drinking water wells or surface waters.
4. A mini-dry well for gray water shall be a hole 18 inches in diameter and up to 12 inches deep, filled with
stone or gravel.

SHO-003.2 Ref. Env-W(q 1022.3 Holding Tanks

1. Holding tanks or closed systems shall not be approved except in the following instances:
A. As a replacement for an existing system in failure when no other means of disposal is practical.
B. When the structure proposed to be served by a holding tank will be connected to a municipal sewer or
approved septic system within one year of approval of the holding tank application; or
C. For infrequent commercial use, such as a fairground at which events are held less than 6 times per
year.

2. Holding tanks shall be:

A. Water tight.
B. A minimum of 2000 gallons in size; and
C. Provide an alarm system to indicate when the is full and requires pumping.

3. Any person applying for a holding tank approval shall submit with the application a copy of the signed
contract with a licensed septage hauler that identifies at least one approved disposal site to which the
septage will be hauled.

4. The owner of the property on which the holding tank has been installed shall:

A. Retain all receipts for pumping services for a period of 2 years from the date of the receipt; and
B. Submit copies of the said receipts to the Sullivan Health Officer on a quarterly basis.

Page | 7



Health Ordinance SHO-004
Vector Control

SHO-004.1 INTENT & PURPOSE
It is the intent of this ordinance to prevent, control, reduce and/or abate the spread of vector borne disease
in the Town of Sullivan by endeavoring to eliminate potential vector breeding areas.

SHO-004.2 DEFINITIONS

A. Breeding Area. Any condition, which provides the necessary environment for the birth or hatching of
vectors.

B. Containment of Water. Water contained in places or items such as ditches, pools, ponds, streams,
excavations, holes, depressions, open cesspools, fountains, cisterns, tanks, shallow wells, barrels, troughs,
urns, cans, boxes, bottles, tubs, buckets, roof gutters, reservoir, vessels, bird baths or receptacles,
containers or devices of any kind which may hold water.

C. Extermination. The control and elimination of vectors by eliminating their harborage places; by removing
or making inaccessible material that may serve as their food; by poisoning, spraying insecticides,
fumigating, fogging, larvicide, trapping, or by any other recognized and legal vector elimination method,
which is not injurious to human health or the safety of domestic animals.

D. Garbage. All waste, animal or vegetable, such as but not limited to waste material and refuse from
kitchens, residences, grocery stores, butcher shops, or restaurants resulting from the handling,
preparation, cooking, serving or non-consumption of food and all other substances that can harm human
health or the environment.

E. Harborage. Any place where vectors can live, nest or seek shelter.

F. Infestation. The presence of vectors within or contiguous to a structure or premises.

G. Nuisance. For the purpose of these ordinances, the term "nuisance" is defined to mean any condition or
use of property & premises which is detrimental to the health, safety or property of others beyond the
boundaries of such property or shall directly or indirectly interfere with the peaceful use of the property of
others in the Town of Sullivan. These activities include but are not limited to the retention of any of the
following: Junk, trash, garbage or debris; discarded or unused objects such as but not limited to furniture,
paper, cardboard, plastic, glass, crockery, tires, scrap metal, appliances, cans or containers, any or all of
which may facilitate the harborage of vectors.

H. Occupant. Any person who, alone or jointly with others:

1. Shall have legal title to any premises, dwelling or dwelling unit, with or without actual possession
thereof.

2. All occupants of the property, dwelling or dwelling unit as a lessee, or agent of the owner shall be bound
to comply with the provisions of this chapter to the same extent as if he were the owner.

1. Owner. The actual owner, agent or custodial of the property whether an individual, partnership,
association or corporation.

J. Premises. All areas of a property, including all interior, exterior grounds, yards, fields & woodlands.
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K. Refuse. All waste, rubbish, garbage, trash or any material of any kind that has been discarded, rejected,
cast aside of thrown away as being worthless. This does not include bodily waste, medical waste, chemical
waste or radiological waste.

L. Structure. Any man-made construction, building or barn, which is located on any part of the premises.

M. Temporary Dwellings. Temporary dwellings include but not limited to camping trailers, recreational
vehicles, tents or homemade structures.

N. VECTOR. A rodent, insect, or vermin species capable of transmitting a disease or infection.

0. VECTORS. Includes but not limited to rats, mice, mosquitoes, cockroaches, flies, ticks, etc.

P. VECTOR HARBORAGE OR VECTOR SOURCE. Any area, interior or exterior, where vectors can live, nest,
breed or seek any form of shelter.

Q. VECTOR PROOFING. A form of construction to prevent vectors from gaining access to a given space or
building, food, water, or harborage. This term shall include but not limited to, rodent proofing, fly
proofing, mosquito proofing, etc.

SHO-004.3 Refuse Containers & Dumpsters.

A. The owner(s) of single or multi-family dwellings shall provide and maintain sufficient containers or
dumpsters for the storage of all garbage and rubbish generated within the single or multi-family dwelling.

B. The owners of commercial, industrial, retail or grocery stores shall have a sufficient number of containers
to hold all of the garbage and rubbish that is generated on site from its business.

C. Containers and dumpsters stored outside shall be provided with tight fitting lids, doors or covers, and shall
be kept covered when not in use.

D. Garbage and rubbish shall be disposed of often enough to prevent the development of odor and the
attraction of insects, rodents, birds and other vectors.

E. Outside storage of unprotected plastic bags or wet-strength paper bags containing rubbish or garbage
shall be prohibited. For the purpose of this section "unprotected" means the bags are not being stored in
containers or dumpsters with tight fitting lids, doors or covers giving easy access to vectors.

F. Upon reaching their capacity, containers and dumpsters shall be emptied within 7 days. Unprotected
plastic bags or wet-strength paper bags containing rubbish or garbage may only be placed on or next to
containers or dumpsters the night before the container or dumpster is scheduled to be emptied.

SHO-004.4 Collection of Water

A. No person, business or corporation shall have, keep, maintain cause or permit any collection of standing
or flowing water in which mosquitoes breed or are likely to breed, unless such collection of water is
treated or maintained effectually so as to prevent such breeding.

B. All pools within the Town of Sullivan, regardless of size, shall be properly maintained and all pool covers,
regardless of size, shall be properly maintained to prevent the existence or presence of any stagnant
water in which mosquito larvae may breed, mature, grow or exist.

SHO-004.5 Storage of Tires

A. Tires shall be stored in a totally enclosed structure or if stored outside, must be covered in such a manner
as to prevent the existence or presence of any stagnant water in which mosquito larvae may breed,
mature, grow or exist.
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B. The use of tires for farming, agricultural, landscaping or other applications is permissible provided that
they are filled with solid materials or through hole drilled in numerous locations with holes that are at
least 1 inch in diameter to facilitate the drainage of stagnant water in which mosquito larvae may breed,

mature, grow or exist

SHO-004.6 Unusable Tires
A. All tires that cannot be used shall be considered waste material and must be disposed of in a proper and
lawful manner to prevent the collection of stagnant water in said tires.

SHO-004.7 Junk Yards & Scrap Metal

For the purpose of this article, any nuisance related to the storage of junk vehicles and or scrap metal as
defined by Sullivan Community Planning Ordinance and found to be harborage for vectors shall be addressed
through the Selectboard and the Planning Committee with the assistance of the Health Officer.

Health Ordinance SHO-005
Prohibited Acts Summation

SHO-005.1 No person shall deposit any trash, garbage, dead animals, decaying matter or organic substance of
any kind in or upon any private or public lot, street, ravine, ditch or into any stream or body of water so
that the same shall or may afford food, harborage, or breeding for rats, mice, mosquitos or other vectors.

SHO-005.2 All materials resulting from the construction or alteration of any structure, or from the landscaping
of a property, shall be properly disposed of by the property owner or the contractor responsible for the
construction or alterations. Only untreated dimensional lumber or clean brush may be burned after
obtaining a fire permit from the town’s Forest Fire Wardens.

SHO-005.3 No person shall have, keep, maintain, cause or permit any collection of standing water in which
mosquitos breed or are likely to breed, unless such collection of water is treated or maintained effectually

so as to prevent such breeding.

SHO-005.4 No person shall burn or cause to be burned trash, garbage or rubbish in any outside container such
as but not limited to a 55-gallon drum, campfire pit or other container.

SHO-005.5 No person shall bury trash, garbage, rubbish or other materials in a dug pit intended for that
purpose or shall allow to be exposed unburied any farm animal or other substance liable to become
putrid or offensive, or injurious to public health.

SHO-005.6 No person shall deposit any refuse, garbage or litter in any place or manner that would allow the
elements or animals or vectors to carry or move it to any public street, public place, or upon the land or

premises of another.
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