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HIGHWAY

TOWN OF SULLIVAN, NH
ROAD USE ORDINANCE

A. YEAR-ROUND

l. Policy
The intent of this ordinance is to give our Selectboard, Highway Department and Cheshire Count

Sheriff’s Department the tools needed to ensure safe passage over our town roads for all Town
residents and visitors.

Il. Enactment Per RSA 41:11 and the provisions of RSA 47:17, (Paragraphs VII, VIIl & XVII1), as referred
to in RSA 41:11, we, the members of the Board of Selectmen for the Town of Sullivan and the Town of
Sullivan Road Agent, enact the following regulations:

lll. Speed
The posted speed limit on paved roads maintained by the Town is 30 mph unless otherwise posted.

The speed limit on the majority of the Town’s gravel roads is 25 mph. These speed limits are for the
protection of all residents, driving or pedestrian, as well as pets and wildlife.

IV. Emergency Management

In times of a declared emergency or an emergency response call, the Fire Chief, as the “Authority
Having Jurisdiction (AHJ)” as well as the Emergency Management Director have the authority to
override the Town’s ordinances on a temporary basis. For example, the AHJ} may close a road during a
fire or accident, detour traffic when the traffic from Rout 9 or 10 is rerouted through town on Centre
Street, etc.

V. Parking
Definition: Traveled Portion - shall mean any part of the roadway in which vehicles travel exclusive of

shoulders, drainage ditching and swales.

The Selectmen will identify and post “no parking” areas on Town roads as necessary to maintain the
safe flow of traffic for all purposes. (RSA 265:69)

Following are fineable offenses except when necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic or in
compliance with the directions of a police officer or traffic control. All violations of such parking
restrictions and charges shall be deemed the responsibility of the registered owner of the vehicle.
(RSA 231:132-a )

1. No Parking Areas
Selectmen may erect signage for No Parking as needed on Town roads.
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a. Where signs are erected to prohibit parking, no parking will be allowed.
Vehicles will be removed under conditions provided pursuant to RSA 262:31,
262:32 and 262:33, and said provisions will be adhered to for retention of
possessed vehicles.

b. Selectmen, State Police, Cheshire County Sheriff may enforce No Parking
areas.

c. Authorities may cause a vehicle to be towed at owner's expense.

2. Parking Restrictions: (RSA 265.69; Emergency Restrictions)

No parking as allowed:

a. on the traveled portion of a roadway.

b. in or on drainage ditching off the traveled portion of the roadway .

c. on the shoulder of the traveled portion so as to also be within the traveled

portion of a road (specific RSA 265.69-m).

d. within an intersection.

e. on privately owned property without the express consent of the property owner.

f. on any town road or section of road posted as ”No Parking.”

g. in front of the Fire station apparatus bay doors, or within twenty (50) feet of the
driveway entrances to the rear of the station.

h. within 100 feet of a fire department dry hydrants located on South Road (1) and at the
intersection of Centre Street and Rt. 9 (1).

i. within 500 feet of an emergency vehicles operating with their emergency lights
activated and not beyond any traffic control device applicable thereto placed as provided
by law, unless otherwise directed by a traffic or police officer, subject to the exceptions
granted the driver of an authorized emergency vehicle.

j- within 50 feet of a private driveway.

k. for the purpose of overnight or extended parking on any public road in Sullivan
7:00PM- 6:00AM.

B. WINTER REGULATIONS:

|. Policy
It is the goal and intent of the Town of Sullivan to provide timely, efficient and cost-effective winter

maintenance, snow removal and ice control on the roadways of the municipality for the safety and
benefit of the Town's residents and general motoring public. Direction of all winter maintenance
activities for the Town of Sullivan is vested with the Road Agent or a designee.

il. Procedure

The aforementioned objective will be achieved by implementation and execution of the procedures
and tasks outlined in the Town of Sullivan Winter Operations Snow Removal and Ice Control Policy.
Due to the many variables that are inherent in New England weather, each storm and/or weather
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event may require slightly different and/or emphasis on any number of maintenance tasks, which
together, determine the overall winter maintenance, snow removal or ice control strategy.

I. Level of Service

It is not possible to maintain snow and ice free black roads during a storm. It is the intention of the
Town to provide practical, safe access to homes, businesses and municipal facilities during winter
storms. The Town of Sullivan does not have a bare roads policy and, as such, citizens and motorists
should expect to find snow-covered areas during and after a winter storm and drive according to
those conditions.

IV. General Practices

It is our policy to begin to conduct snow removal operations upon accumulations of two to four inches
of snowfall, measured at the Sullivan Highway Department. The Road Agent may, at his or her
discretion based upon weather reports, elect to remove snow upon greater or lesser accumulations.
All routes will begin from the Highway Department and the operators will work systematically around
their respective routes. No operator will leave his or her assigned route without the approval of the
Road Agent or appointed designee. From time to time, during a storm of long duration where snow
accumulation is slow, side roads may be skipped on one pass in order to keep the main roadways as
clear as possible.

Pre-treatment and ice control may be addressed prior to the onset of a storm, during a storm as seen
effective, and following a storm. It should be noted that at temperatures below 15 degrees
Fahrenheit, the effectiveness of road salt to melt snow is greatly reduced. For this reason, salt may
not be applied until temperatures warm.

After the conclusion of a storm, treatment of roads will begin after all routes have been cleaned up.
Treatment of paved roads may consist of sand, sand/salt mix, or salt.

Gravel roads will be treated only with sand (Note: When ice is located under the applied sand,
immediate stops are not possible.). The Road Agent or a designee will determine the most
appropriate material with which to treat the road surface based upon current or expected
weather conditions, time of year, and current or expected temperatures.

During storms of long duration, the Road Agent may elect to call in work crews for a rest period. The
rest period should occur late at night after the majority of vehicular traffic has ceased. The rest
period will last no longer than four hours; a shorter rest period may be necessary when there is a
change in weather conditions. It is the responsibility of all operators to ensure they receive needed
rest during this period.

It is the responsibility of Highway Department crewmembers to plow out the following buildings:
Town Hall, Fire Department, Public Library and Highway Garage. Snow removal from the respective

walkways will occur as crewmembers become available.

Plow truck drivers will be available to assist police, ambulance and fire trucks responding to
emergency situations. Drivers are to maintain their regular routes unless dispatched to an emergency
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situation. Every effort will be made to assist in emergency situations while keeping out of the path of
the responders.

V. Town-owned dead-end roads
Residents at end of road will leave sufficient area for plow equipment to turn around during winter
season. Failure to do so will release said Town of damages to property.

VI. Freezing Rain Storms

It is important to note that salt and sand is less effective when applied before the rain ceases. There is
little the Sullivan Highway Department can do during winter freezing rainstorms. Salt and sand will be
applied to the roads sparingly during the freezing rain and more aggressively as needed once the
storm has concluded.

VIl. Damage to Private Property

It should be noted that the municipality is not responsible for damage to personal property located
within the public right of way. The right of way (ROW) is often misunderstood by property owners. in
most cases, the ROW often extends 10 to 20 feet of either side of a paved or gravel road. Property
owners often cultivate an extension of their lawns, place mailboxes, and/or erect fences or stonewalls
in these areas. Although the improvements contribute to the overall appearance of the road, they can
be obstructive to good road maintenance practices.

In the event of personal property damage, the Town of Sullivan is responsible to repair or replace
damaged property located only on private property (not within the public right of way) which came in
direct contact with snow removal equipment.

VIII. Snow Obstruction

The Town of Sullivan has a Winter Ban restricting residents from plowing snow across, or causing
snow to be put, placed, or shoveled upon the surface of the traveled portion of any Town road or
right of way. Individuals violating this ordinance may be subject to a fine not to exceed $500.

a. Definitions:

Across town roads - shall mean pushing snow from one side to the other, where snow would be
deposited within the right of way, including shoulders, drainage ditching and swales of any road.
b. Responsibility: The owner of the property where the snow originated from shall be deemed
responsible for any violations of this ordinance.

¢. Pursuant to RSA 236:20, RSA 47:17, paragraph VIl and RSA 41:11, it shall be unlawful to plow,
shovel, blow, or place, snow by any means, onto Town roads or sidewalks or roadways to the
opposite side snow banks across any and all Town roads, including Class 5 & 6, or to deposit
snow within the traveled portion of Town roads.

IX. Mailboxes
The Road Agent should be contacted for proper placement of mailboxes. The Town of Sullivan does
not replace damaged mailboxes.
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X. Trash Placement
Trash and trash receptacles should not be placed in the Town's right of way. The Town will not be
responsible for damage to trash receptacles or cleanup as a result of the obstruction of snow removal.

Xl. Roadway Obstructions

If any pedestrian, vehicle, or other item interferes with snow removal operations, the Town's
personnel will seek the cooperation of the owner of such item(s) on its immediate removal. If the
owner cannot be readily located or if the owner refuses to cooperate, the Town vehicle operator shall
contact the Sherriff's Department for assistance.

XIl. Post-Storm Operations

As determined by the Road Agent, snow banks, that are the result of previous snow accumulations,
may be pushed back or shelved using the plow and wing of suitable equipment to ensure space for
future snowstorms. Chapman Pond and Bolster Pond accesses will be plowed or sanded post storm as
employees and equipment become available.

Xlil. Snow Removal from Town Roads

During the initial stages of a storm Town highways will be plowed and receive surface treatment as
appropriate in accordance herewith. As parked vehicles are removed from streets, snow removal
equipment may wing wider through the street to push back accumulated snow.

a. Any vehicle which otherwise interferes with the reasonable efforts of the Town's winter
maintenance is subject to removal after reasonable attempt to notify the operator.

b. Snow removal operations may be delayed or stopped in areas where vehicles are
improperly parked in a manner which may interfere with snow removal operations.

c. The Town is not responsible for damages arising out of winter maintenance operations or
towing of vehicles that violate winter parking regulations.

XIV. Salt and Sand at the Town Garage

Removal and/or use of salt from Town property by unauthorized individuals is prohibited. The
removal and use of sand in small amounts by residents is allowed. The use of sand for commercial
purposes or in sanders is prohibited. Residents with long driveways are advised to hire a private
contractor. Residents are not to interfere with Highway Department personnel and equipment at the
Highway Garage.

XV. Execution
The policy outlined above will serve as normal operation procedures for winter maintenance, snow
removal, and/or ice control for the Town of Sullivan. One or more of the following may delay or
prevent the implementation of this policy and may affect any part or all of this policy:

a.equipment breakdown

b.snow accumulation in excess of 1" per hour

c.freezing rain and/or other icing events

d.traffic congestion

e.emergencies

f. iliness of highway department personnel
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g.a storm of long duration causing crew exhaustion
h.other events beyond reasonable control of the Town of Sullivan

Adoption
The Town of Sullivan adopted the Winter Operations Snow Removal and Ice Control Policy effective

January 11, 2010 and revised the policy on January 4, 2016. In July 2025 the policy was incorporated
into the Road Use Policy. All residents are encouraged to become familiar with its contents as the
policy describes conditions one may expect to encounter before, during and following a winter storm
event.

C. ENFORCEMENT and PENALTIES: {RSA 231:132-a II-IV)

A violation of any part of this policy this may result in:
a. 1** offense - Warning
b. 2" offense - $100.00 fine
c. 3" and subsequent offenses - $200.00-$500 fine each violation, each day

|. Procedure for payment

The owner of the property must, within seven (7) days of the time when a notice of violation was
received, pay to the Town of Sullivan by mail or personal appearance at the Town Clerk's office the
applicable fine amount pursuant to fine schedule in Penalties above.

Failure by the owner to make a payment within fourteen (14) days may result in the issuance of a
summons to the owner to appear in Keene District Court to answer to the charges of violating the
ordinance as provided in RSA 231:132-a.

If any provision of these Ordinances or the application thereof to any person or circumstances is held invalid, the
invalidity does not affect other provisions or application of the Ordinance which can be given effect without the invalid
provision or application, and to this end the provisions of these Ordinances are severable.
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