PLANNING/ZONING

WETLAND CONSERVATION DISTRICT ORDINANCE

Adopted March 9, 2004

Amended March 28, 2023



PURPOSE

In the interest of public health, safety and general welfare, the purpose of the Wetland Conservation
District is to protect wetlands from development or alterations that would be detrimental to their normal
functioning as wildlife habitat, flood water storage, and groundwater recharge; to maintain conservation
corridors along streams and lake shores; to protect and enhance the aesthetic values of the landscape;
and to prevent unnecessary public expenditures that may result from misuses or abuse of wetlands.

EXTENT OF DISTRICT
The Wetlands Conservation District is an overlay zone, superimposed on all other zoning districts in the
Town of Sullivan, comprised of the following:

1. Areas that meet the diagnostic characteristics of wetlands set out in U. S. Army Corps of Engineers
Technical Report Y-87-1: Wetlands Delineation Manual, and which meet that manual's definition
of "wetlands" as: "areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or ground water at a frequency
and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal circumstances do support, a prevalence
of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions. Wetlands generally include
swamps, marshes, bogs, and similar areas.

2. Allland within 50 feet of the edge of these wetlands.

BOUNDARY APPEALS

In the case of a question that cannot be resolved satisfactorily by either the Sullivan Conservation
Commission or the applicant, wetland areas will be delineated by a New Hampshire registered soil
scientist or wetlands specialist at the expense of the applicant.

PERMITTED USES

Any use otherwise permitted by the Community Planning Ordinance that does not involve the erection of
a structure, dredging, filling, draining, or otherwise altering the wetland. Such uses include forestry
(following the best management practices outlined in Best Management Practices for Erosion Control on
Timber Harvesting Operations in New Hampshire. as published by the NH Department of Resources and
Economic Development as amended, and with suitable notification to the New Hampshire Wetlands
Bureau, where required), agriculture {(unless such use is shown to cause significant increases in surface or
groundwater contamination by pesticides, herbicides, fertilizers, microbiological sources or other toxic
substances, and that such use will not cause or contribute to soil erosion), tree farming, parks and
recreational uses (provided that such use is consistent with the purpose of this ordinance), conservation
areas and nature trails. Water impoundments approved by the State, well water supplies, dry hydrants,
and fire ponds are also permitted.

In all cases where the Wetlands Conservation District is superimposed over another zoning district, the
most restrictive regulations shall apply.

SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS
The Board of Adjustment, after consultation with the Sullivan Conservation Commission, may approve
uses not otherwise specifically permitted, if the proposed use is permitted In the Community Planning
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Ordinance and is not in conflict with the stated purpose of this Wetland Conservation District ordinance.
Streets, driveways, access ways or utility easements essential to the productive use of land not within the
Wetlands Conservation District may be granted special exceptions (provided they meet State
requirements for activity in a wetland and are shown to have minimal impact) and meet approval of the
Sullivan Planning Board (after Site Plan Review) and the Sullivan Conservation Commission.

SPECIAL PROVISIONS
Closer than seventy-five (75) feet to any wetland, there shall be no septic tank or leach field constructed
or enlarged.

Wetland areas shall be allowed to satisfy minimum lot areas and setback requirements provided that at
least one and one-half acres per lot, exclusive of the wetland areas, can fulfill all state standards for
sewage disposal and water supply. For on-site septic tank and leach field systems, this shall include both
a primary and secondary leach field location.

Wetlands created as a result of recent beaver activity may be altered after approval from the Sullivan
Conservation Commission.

Wetlands created as a result of permitted recent construction in an area that is not included in the
Wetlands Conservation District may be altered after approval from the Sullivan Conservation Commission.

The Selectmen may appoint an agent to administer this Ordinance. Remedies provided in RSA 676: 15 and
RSA 676: 17 are hereby made available to the Selectmen except that no fine shall exceed $250 per day for
each day a violation continues
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